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OLD HAT

A book of triolets

Mark Pirie
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PROLOGUEPROLOGUEPROLOGUEPROLOGUEPROLOGUE
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A BIRDA BIRDA BIRDA BIRDA BIRD

A bird comes to visit me,
While I work on poetry.

With feathers of an angel,
A bird comes to visit me.

Its eyes are clear like crystal,
With red-coloured feet, a small

Beak, it comes to visit me,
While I work on poetry.
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PART ONEPART ONEPART ONEPART ONEPART ONE
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IN THORNDONIN THORNDONIN THORNDONIN THORNDONIN THORNDON

Birds call and cats fight;
  I sit and listen
In Thorndon at night.

  Birds call and cats fight;
It’s nearly moonlight
  Here where trees glisten.

Birds call and cats fight
  In Thorndon at night.
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OLD HATOLD HATOLD HATOLD HATOLD HAT

I saw a man with an old hat,
He looked kinda like Bob Dylan;
He was playing a twelve-bar blues.

I saw a man with an old hat,
He was tapping, playing the blues,
Blowin’ hard, he was freewheelin’...

I saw a man with an old hat,
He looked kinda like Bob Dylan.
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IN CHILDHOODIN CHILDHOODIN CHILDHOODIN CHILDHOODIN CHILDHOOD

Luke Skywalker’s the Jedi knight,
  But there are more heroes to invoke;
It’s good versus evil in childhood.

  Luke Skywalker’s the Jedi knight,
Harry Potter’s the wizard’s light;
  Each fight a dark Lord they must revoke.

Luke Skywalker’s the Jedi knight;
  It’s good versus evil in childhood.
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KING ARTHURKING ARTHURKING ARTHURKING ARTHURKING ARTHUR

(For Niel)

In childhood I revered Arthur
And the legend of Camelot:
With Merlin and Guinevere.

In childhood I revered Arthur -
His magical sword Excalibur -
Till to Avalon he was at last.

In childhood I revered Arthur
And the legend of Camelot.
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BABY-SITTINGBABY-SITTINGBABY-SITTINGBABY-SITTINGBABY-SITTING

Put kids to bed, sit in lounge,
Dim the lights low, telly on.
That part was easy, a breeze.

Put kids to bed, sit in lounge...
But, their lights come on, not out;
Two boys run in and about.

Put kids to bed, sit in lounge,
Dim the lights low, telly on...
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EASTBOURNEEASTBOURNEEASTBOURNEEASTBOURNEEASTBOURNE

A place of sunshine, summer days,
  Picnics and fun for families...

A place to bathe in the sun’s rays:
  Surfing, sport, swimming, summer days,
  With bush walks viewing dappled bays,
A place you went on the best days,

A place of sunshine, summer days,
  Picnics and fun for families...
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THE WORLDTHE WORLDTHE WORLDTHE WORLDTHE WORLD

(A street person’s thoughts on the current global

financial crisis)

“The world’s stuffed.
  We in NZ know it.
Everywhere’s stuffed.

The world’s stuffed:
  Africa, Middle-East,
US, Asia, Europe.

  The world’s stuffed.
We in NZ know it.”
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BLANKET MANBLANKET MANBLANKET MANBLANKET MANBLANKET MAN

(In response to Blanket Man voted into the Top 5
List of Wellingtonians in a recent Capital Times
poll)

Will there be a ban for Blanket Man?
He’s haunting Courtenay, he’s the man.
Looks a lot like someone called Tarzan.

Will there be a ban for Blanket Man?
He’s haunting Courtenay, he’s the man.
He’s “filth” but will filth hit the fan?

Will there be a ban for Blanket Man?
He’s haunting Courtenay, he’s our man.
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PRIVATES, WWIPRIVATES, WWIPRIVATES, WWIPRIVATES, WWIPRIVATES, WWI

In the death books,
they would write “sickness”, at sea
for the young Privates.
Better that than (on land): “syphilis”.

Theirs no battle fought: lost at land or sea.
For the young Privates
in the death books,
they would write “sickness”, at sea.
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DOT COMDOT COMDOT COMDOT COMDOT COM

We’ve got your number, we’re Dot Com.
  This takes minutes; we protect you.
We talk with you - and your PC!

We’ve got your number, we’re Dot Com.
  Don’t ever call us, we call you.
We fix with you - and your PC!

We’ve got your number, we’re Dot Com.
  This takes minutes; we protect you.
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PORT ROSSPORT ROSSPORT ROSSPORT ROSSPORT ROSS

(After reading Andrew Fagan’s Swirly World
Sails South)

Small yachts in a strong tailwind sail quick.
Nothing like beating out to Enderby.

Across the harbour, waves wresting below,
Small yachts in a strong tailwind sail quick.

You pay respects to old wrecks, the sailor
Graves of history; but note their failure.

Small yachts in a strong tailwind sail quick.
Nothing like sailing out of Enderby.
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NELSONNELSONNELSONNELSONNELSON

(For Laura)

Today, there was snow in Nelson
Covering the hills; a lace cloth.
I thought of you, below, at work.

Today, there was snow in Nelson.
You and your dream-life of writing:
Novels, poems made; a day’s work.

Today, there was snow in Nelson
Covering the hills; a lace cloth.
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PART TWOPART TWOPART TWOPART TWOPART TWO
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THE CUPTHE CUPTHE CUPTHE CUPTHE CUP

McCaw lifts the Webb Ellis Cup;
  Tired joy is on their faces:
It’s a hard road to win the cup.

McCaw lifts the Webb Ellis Cup,
  Captain Fantastic holds the cup;
The pain of winning leaves no traces.

McCaw lifts the Webb Ellis Cup;
  Tired joy is on their faces.

Rugby World Cup Final, Eden Park, Auckland,

23 October 2011: New Zealand 8 v France 7
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THE WANDERING BARDTHE WANDERING BARDTHE WANDERING BARDTHE WANDERING BARDTHE WANDERING BARD

i.m. Ernest L Eyre, poet and life member of the
North Shore Rugby Club

Ernest L Eyre: a bard no-one sings,
  A man who could spin it like the best;
His words dotted down between the sticks.

Ernest L Eyre: a bard no-one sings,
  Knew the oval game of rugby best;
And wrote verse, thinking popular best.

Ernest L Eyre: a bard no-one sings,
  A man who could spin it like the best.



28

OTHER GAMESOTHER GAMESOTHER GAMESOTHER GAMESOTHER GAMES

(at the opening of the 2011/12 club cricket
season)

Other games go on around you,
  Catches caught, wickets taken.
A play can make or break you.

Other games go on around you,
  All results can affect you.
A play can make or break you.

Other games go on around you,
  Catches caught, wickets taken.
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NORWOOD ROOMNORWOOD ROOMNORWOOD ROOMNORWOOD ROOMNORWOOD ROOM

In the Norwood Room, pictures hang;
  Great deeds of art captured.
Cricketers in their prime – well hung.

In the Norwood Room, pictures hang.
  Azhar’s “silky elegance” captured;
Lara, Hadlee, Cairns, Sobers all hung...

In the Norwood Room, pictures hang.
  Great deeds of art captured.

Basin Reserve, Wellington,

Sunday 18 December 2011
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THE CHAMPIONTHE CHAMPIONTHE CHAMPIONTHE CHAMPIONTHE CHAMPION

A ball went through W G Grace’s beard
  Then ricocheted for four more:
The Great Cricketer, Champion.

A ball went through W G Grace’s beard.
 “What are ye at?” W G was sore.
Ernest Jones was quick, and what’s more...

A ball went through W G Grace’s beard:
  The Great Cricketer, Champion.
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MARTIN GUPTILLMARTIN GUPTILLMARTIN GUPTILLMARTIN GUPTILLMARTIN GUPTILL

Guptill is our new star,
He gets the runs by far.
He’ll add by six or four.

Guptill is our new star,
He flashes to the score,
Strokes it clean, hard and far.

Guptill is our new star,
He gets the runs by far.
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THE BABETHE BABETHE BABETHE BABETHE BABE
�

The pitcher aims to strike.
The Babe sends it from the park:
Home runs only, no strikeout.
 
The pitcher aims to strike;
He wills the Babe out,
He wants the Babe to strike out.
 
The pitcher aims to strike.
The Babe sends it from the park.
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GARY SOBERSGARY SOBERSGARY SOBERSGARY SOBERSGARY SOBERS

Gary Sobers learnt with soft balls at Lilliput;
  His strokes were the more colourful from it.

In Barbados cricket was all to Gary; and
  In childhood he played, practised and practised.
  His style wasn’t taught by an English text;
But Gary became a leading world great.

Gary Sobers learnt with soft balls at Lilliput;
  His strokes were the more colourful from it.
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THE PIRI WEEPU BLUESTHE PIRI WEEPU BLUESTHE PIRI WEEPU BLUESTHE PIRI WEEPU BLUESTHE PIRI WEEPU BLUES

Ain’t it hard to be an All Black,
I’ve got the Piri Weepu blues...
I’m Hutt City’s Man of the Cup.

Ain’t it hard to be an All Black;
Remember last year and the Cup?
The Blues? Yeah, yeah, we won the Cup!

Ain’t it hard to be an All Black,
I’ve got the Piri Weepu blues...
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KIERAN READ: TAPE MANKIERAN READ: TAPE MANKIERAN READ: TAPE MANKIERAN READ: TAPE MANKIERAN READ: TAPE MAN

(Written after observing Kieran Read’s tackle
on Quade Cooper during the 2012 Bledisloe Cup
Test, Eden Park, Auckland...)

No need to ‘Bring back Buck’,
Now Kieran’s in the ruck.

Read gets there, hits ’em hard,
No need to ‘Bring back Buck’...

Read’s our man; a taped up
Buck - rock solid at 8.

No need to ‘Bring back Buck’,
Now Kieran’s in the ruck.
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NO. 1NO. 1NO. 1NO. 1NO. 1

Usain Bolt sprints to the finish line,
He’s No. 1, with a record time.

Calypso cool, happy-go-lucky,
Usain Bolt sprints to the finish line.

Looks across at the youngsters behind,
Still sprinting hard for the finish line...

Usain Bolt is at the finish line;
He’s No. 1, with a record time.
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RACING CARS*RACING CARS*RACING CARS*RACING CARS*RACING CARS*

i.m. Ayrton Senna, F1

Racing cars, I never crashed or burned.
But, I read of Senna when he died;
A brief star, shot down, still bright in flames.

Racing cars, I never crashed or burned.
My racetracks were a different game;
As a kid, my drivers lived, held fame.

Racing cars, I never crashed or burned.
But, I read of Senna when he died.

*After watching the documentary film Senna,

dir. Asif Kapadia.
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OLD BATOLD BATOLD BATOLD BATOLD BAT

(For my nephews Lewie and Jonty)

There was a boy with an old bat,
Well-kept, from his grandfather’s day.
Sometimes he’d take it out to play.

There was a boy with an old bat,
He’d hit high; hard; a six or four.
In his room, he built up a score.

There was a boy with an old bat,
Well-kept, from his grandfather’s day.
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PART THREEPART THREEPART THREEPART THREEPART THREE
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THE REVISIONISTTHE REVISIONISTTHE REVISIONISTTHE REVISIONISTTHE REVISIONIST

(For Stacy Schiff, author of Cleopatra: A Life)

Cleopatra’s beauty is the myth of ages:
  The reality is her coined-head, her ‘hooked nose’;
Her mind not face lit up Antony and Caesar.

Cleopatra’s beauty is the myth of ages.
  In Alexandria a goddess of Isis
Learned of culture, of art, orators and sages.

Cleopatra’s beauty is the myth of ages;
  Her mind not face lit up Antony and Caesar.
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DOROTHY PARKERDOROTHY PARKERDOROTHY PARKERDOROTHY PARKERDOROTHY PARKER

Dorothy Parker at the round table,
  In despair you found poetry,
Drinking the darkness of love.

Dorothy Parker at the round table,
  You loved, lost, with wit, strove
To write, and from heady heights you dove.

Dorothy Parker at the round table,
  In despair you found poetry.
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BONJOUR TRISTESSE*BONJOUR TRISTESSE*BONJOUR TRISTESSE*BONJOUR TRISTESSE*BONJOUR TRISTESSE*

So, she had to die, did she not?
  The one who stood before freedom:
The woman of normality.

So, she had to die, did she not?
  While you outran reality,
Those cages of normality.

So, she had to die, did she not?
  The one who stood before freedom.

*Based on the novel by Françoise Sagan
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LEARNING MATHS IN AFGHANISTANLEARNING MATHS IN AFGHANISTANLEARNING MATHS IN AFGHANISTANLEARNING MATHS IN AFGHANISTANLEARNING MATHS IN AFGHANISTAN

(Acknowledgement to Åsne Seierstad, author of

The Bookseller of Kabul)

Little Mohammad has a Kalashnikov.
It holds in total three magazines.
And each magazine has twenty bullets.

Little Mohammad has a Kalashnikov.
He kills thirty infidels with its bullets.
He uses up all its three magazines.

Little Mohammad has a Kalashnikov.
How many died with each magazine?
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SUMMER OF SAM, 1977SUMMER OF SAM, 1977SUMMER OF SAM, 1977SUMMER OF SAM, 1977SUMMER OF SAM, 1977

(a Spike Lee film)

A mad dog stalks NY streets,
  America’s son of Sam.
He bullets all the young brunettes.

A mad dog stalks NY streets,
  Says he is but a ‘son of Sam’,
Sends a note just like Uncle Sam.

A mad dog stalks NY streets,
  America’s son of Sam.
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DAVE GROHL: ROCK LEGENDDAVE GROHL: ROCK LEGENDDAVE GROHL: ROCK LEGENDDAVE GROHL: ROCK LEGENDDAVE GROHL: ROCK LEGEND

Dave Grohl ain’t just a punk.
  He can rock it with phunk
— Led Zep, Beatles he’ll name.

Dave Grohl ain’t just a punk.
  From hardcore he came;
Now plays all just the same.

Dave Grohl ain’t just a punk,
  He can rock it with phunk.
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MARGARET MAHY (1936-2012)MARGARET MAHY (1936-2012)MARGARET MAHY (1936-2012)MARGARET MAHY (1936-2012)MARGARET MAHY (1936-2012)

Margaret Mahy lived merry;
Her words were magical, fairy:
A lion roamed in a meadow...

Margaret Mahy lived merry;
With hat, wig, almost Bad Jelly.
Children loved her; she was fairy.

Margaret Mahy lived merry;
Her words were magical, fairy.
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THE NAKED VIEWTHE NAKED VIEWTHE NAKED VIEWTHE NAKED VIEWTHE NAKED VIEW

I sit and read a Penthouse:
  Boobs and lips, bras and pantyhose;
The fine points of sex in-house.

I sit and read a Penthouse.
  Women dolled up to impress;
Is this what it takes to arouse?

I sit and read a Penthouse:
  The fine points of sex in-house.
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THE WHITE STRIPESTHE WHITE STRIPESTHE WHITE STRIPESTHE WHITE STRIPESTHE WHITE STRIPES

(After watching the film, Under Great White
Northern Lights, dir. Emmett Malloy, 2010)

The White Stripes, man, they just come to play.
  No set list. Anything can happen.
They create, don’t need to fabricate.

Red, black and white; they come to play.
  Meg and Jack. Anything can happen
With Jack’s old guitars; hard to tune in.

The White Stripes, man, they just come to play.
  They create, don’t need to fabricate.
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A SHOUT OUTA SHOUT OUTA SHOUT OUTA SHOUT OUTA SHOUT OUT

(i.m. Adam Yauch, aka MCA, of the Beastie Boys

(1964-2012))

Yo! This shout out’s for MCA
Who died, left his mic today;
A true-blue legend of hip-hop.

Y’all pass the mic for MCA:
A man who brought cool soundz to all;
A pioneer, like Run DMC, raising hell.

Yeah, this shout out’s for MCA;
A true-blue legend of hip-hop.
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EPILOGUEEPILOGUEEPILOGUEEPILOGUEEPILOGUE
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VOICES AMONG THE RUINSVOICES AMONG THE RUINSVOICES AMONG THE RUINSVOICES AMONG THE RUINSVOICES AMONG THE RUINS

I’m a poet unlike you,
But I fell through the cracks;
I wrote verse, the sort that sings.

I’m a poet unlike you,
I wrote of beauty that’s true,
Outside the modernist zoo.

I’m a poet unlike you,
But I fell through the cracks...
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